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Digital Pharmacy Expert Advisory Group Agenda

Wednesday 30 April, 12:00-13:30

Present: Alistair Gray, Catherine O'Brien, Darren Powell (Chair), Dipak Duggal, Emma Hindley, Esther Gathogo, Harriet Launders, Liam Bastian, Penny Daynes, Rachael Clarke, Sean Macbride-Stewart, Yasmin Karsan, 

RPS Attendees: Yvonne Dennington (note taker), Helen Chang, Kina Vyas, Claire Taylor

RPS member observers:  Taha Chat

Apologies: Amna Khan-Patel, Anna Bunch, Angela Burgin, Heidi Wright (RPS), Stephen Goundrey-Smith

1: Recognition

	1.1
	Welcome, introductions, apologies and declarations of interest
	12:00 – 12:10

	Description
	Welcome and apologies
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting and noted the following apologies:-
Amna Khan-Patel, Anna Bunch, Angela Burgin Heidi Wright, Stephen Goundrey-Smith



	1.2
	Update from previous meeting
	12:10 - 12:15

	Description
	Agendas and outcomes from previous meetings are published on the group’s webpage at: https://www.rpharms.com/about-us/who-we-are/expert-advisors/digital-pharmacy-expert-advisory-group 

	Purpose
	To review the outcomes and priorities from the last meeting

	Outcomes
	Actions: 
Slides re role of EAGs circulated
Dates of workshops still to be circulated
Digital medicines Wales – slides circulated
Thank you to Emma for providing video and update from last meeting.




2: Relevance

	2.1
	NHS England
	12:15- 12:45

	Description
	This session will provide the group with an update on behalf of the NHS England Digital Medicines Programme. There will be a particular focus on Pharmacy Workforce Digital

Rahul Singal, Chief Pharmacy & Medicines Information Officer
Senior Responsible Owner – Digital Medicines, NHS England


	Purpose
	To receive an update on developments pertaining to the NHS England Digital Medicines Programme and a wider discussion on Pharmacy Workforce Digital


	Outcomes
	Actions: 
Unfortunately Rahul Singal was unable to attend for this item.




	2.1
	Windsor Framework 
	12:45 – 13:00

	Description
	This session will enable a discussion on the impact of the Windsor Framework in practice.

Darren Powell – Chair DPEAG


	Purpose
	To gain an understanding of the impact of the Windsor Framework in practice


	Outcomes
	PD presented this item and brought it to the attention of the group saying that the Windsor framework came into being from 1st January and relates to the UK only post Brexit .  There is a growing impact relating to the removal of the 2D barcode on medicines packaging.  This is increasingly affecting digital systems, eg robots and scanning, which rely on this barcode to pick items and when receiving orders. Manual input is now needed replacing the 2D barcode in some instances.  It was highlighted that the removal could be due to the reuse of barcodes too quickly.

DD said his company were conducting a review of this issue and working with Keith Ridge.  He said it can affect the security of the supply chain in the UK.  They will be asking this Government to commit to implementing something similar to FMD (the previous Government committed to this). FMD did make the supply chain more robust.

Concerns were raised regarding the database that sits behind the barcodes – what is happening to this?

Questions were asked as to how we can make MHRA aware of our concerns.

CO’B said she was not sighted on this and asked PH to send through any relevant information she will then take it up with the Welsh CPhO

Action 1:  DP to speak to Rahul Singal in the first instance and feed back to the group.
Action 2:  CO’B to raise this issue with the Welsh CPhO
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	Education & Professional Development 
	13:00 - 13:20

	Description
	RPS Education and Professional Team to provide an update and opportunities for collaboration

Helen Chang – Head of Professional Development


	Purpose
	To share the RPS approach to learning and professional development,
and areas of focus for 2025

	Outcomes
	Helen Chang thanked the group for inviting her and the team along to present.  HC illustrated the work the Education and Professional Development team are currently doing and to discuss with this EAG any learning content they may need support with.

The slide presentation focused on the team, goals, collaboration, structure for the learning content, flexible development programmes, and the new RPS learning hub.

HC highlighted the workplan of the country boards and how the Education and Professional Development team were supporting this workplan.

The group had a lively discussion highlighting excellent modules such as the Human Factors module and gave some ideas for future work, eg antimicrobials and fluid administration.

HC said work was still ongoing on the new website to bring all the work and modules together.  Currently webinars are still located on the webinar web pages.  Future work includes foundation training and modules for this should be ready by August 2025.

DP thanked HC and the team and said that as a group we need to make members more aware of what the RPS is doing.

Action 3:  HC to circulate the slides to the DEAG.
Action 4:  HC to follow up with AG regarding antimicrobial and fluid administration,





3: Communication

	3.1
	Messages for RPS members
	13:20 - 13:25

	Description
	Sharing information with RPS members is an essential role for RPS, and the EAG’s advice on what information is useful and relevant to communicate is vital. 


	Purpose
	To decide what aspects of the EAG’s work should be shared with members, and how best to share them. To make recommendations to RPS on other communication with members needed in the EAG’s subject area.


	Outcomes
	HL agreed to do the video and summary of the meeting once in receipt of the slides from HC.





4: Any other business and close				
1. Digital and Tech AI conference taking place on 10 July 2025. SGS is speaking at conference, if others want to participate let HW know.
2. Digital capabilities and AI roundtable taking place on Thursday 5 June 2025.
3. New digital vision for antimicrobial stewardship launched - https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/digital-vision-for-antimicrobial-stewardship-in-england/

Meeting closed at 12.51pm

Meeting Dates:
· 16 July 12-130pm
· 26 November 12-130pm
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