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Digital Pharmacy Expert Advisory Group Agenda

Wednesday 29 May, 12:00-13:30

1: Recognition
Introductions, apologies and declarations of interest (12:00-12:05)

EAG members: Darren Powell (DP), Anna Bunch (AB), Dipak Duggal (DD), Esther Gathogo (EG), Stephen Goundrey-Smith (SGS), Alisdair Gray (AG), Sean MacBride-Stewart (SMS), Euan Reid (ER), Penny Daynes (PD)
 
NPB observers: Olu Abode-Mark, Tabassum Jafri

Apologies:. Angela Burgin (AB), Leon Zlotos (LZ).

Guests:. Sally Wright, Rahul Singal and Paul Wright 

Staff: Yvonne Dennington (YD), Business Manager, England and Heidi Wright (HW), Practice & Policy Lead, England.

Welcome: 
	1.1
	Update from previous meeting
	12:05 - 12:10

	Description
	Agendas and outcomes from previous meetings are published on the group’s webpage at: https://www.rpharms.com/about-us/who-we-are/expert-advisors/digital-pharmacy-expert-advisory-group 

	Purpose
	To review the outcomes and priorities from last meeting

	Outcomes
	Actions: 
· AI – assume members of the group have been in touch with Fiona McIntyre as requested
· Digital Capabilities – on the agenda for this meeting
· Locum Access to NHS Mail- draft shared with NHSE for comments – awaiting a meeting to go through draft ahead of publication 
· Members message video of last meeting was not published – Action:  HW to chase up




2: Relevance

	[bookmark: _Hlk127524224]2.1
	NHS England
	12:10 - 12:40

	Description
	This session will provide the group with an update on behalf of the NHS England Digital Medicines Programme. 

Paul Wright, Standards Implementation Engagement Lead (Pharmacy), Pharmacy Terminology, NHS England

Rahul Singal, Chief Pharmacy & Medicines Information Officer
Senior Responsible Owner - Digital Medicines, NHS England


	Purpose
	To receive an update on developments pertaining to the NHS England Digital Medicines Programme. 

	Outcomes
	RS and PW gave a short presentation, some of the points mentioned are below –
· Digital medicines encompass production/safety and patient experience
· Gaining greater access to medicine information for patients
· NHS App – thinking about how patients interact with technology
· 4 areas of work are data/technical/workforce and patient s– much work is going on in these 4 areas including collecting data on meds from hospital systems, interoperability and the benefits of being joined up and development of standards, developing leadership skills, transforming care for patients to enable self-management of meds via NHS app
· Development of a national EPS working group – sharing learning and benefits
· Assessing IT suppliers’ readiness
· Home care – relevant to the House of Lords inquiry
· Closed Loop Medicine Administration – the clinical fellow has been tasked with identifying and understanding where the gaps and barriers are and will be producing a report.
· A survey is live to seek feedback from those who use or manage dm+d data, to understand the impacts of uplifting SCCI0052, More information here.
· SNOMED international are proposing to increase description length character limit from 255 to 4096. More information here

There was some discussion on the variation of locally held shared records, calling for a national shared record but need to be clear on what is needed.

All system suppliers should be using interoperability standards.  An academic evaluation demonstrates the health economic benefits.

The question of workforce being in place to underpin the digital changes was raised as an issue.  RS agreed that there was more to be done to taking a strategic approach to workforce and digital capability. 

DP thanked RS and PW for their time in presenting to the meeting.

Action:  PW to share slides (completed)
Action:  If members of the group have further questions on the presentation email Paul Wright directly.



	2.2
	Digital Capabilities
	12:40 - 12:50

	Description
	This session will provide the group with an update on the position statement for DC and provide an opportunity for group members to feed in further comments


	Purpose
	Comments and feedback

	Outcomes
	HW thanked the group for their comments on V4 of the draft. The updated v4 is now with the education team and the country directors for their input and will be sent to Board members after their meeting in June.  A discussion will also be held at the Schools of Pharmacy Council meeting on 10 June.  

There was some discussion about what will follow after publication, there needs to be some output from this work.  HW responded saying that work may be commissioned after publication but capacity at the RPS was limited unless the work was commissioned and appropriately resourced. 

HW will follow up with the education team as to whether there are plans to include digital into curriculums. 
 
Once the statement is published there may be a need to bring interested parties together to discuss next steps. 

Action:  Further feedback on the RPS draft position statement from this group should be sent to HW.




	2.3
	Digital Community of Practice
	12:50 - 13:10

	Description
	This session will provide the group with information, and time for discussion, on the digital community of practice which aims
· To provide a platform to Schools of Pharmacy in the UK to share best practice when trying to incorporate digital health, technology enhanced learning (TEL) and digital simulation into their MPharm programmes
· To expand on the GPhC Initial Education and Training standards by collectively working to create a Digital Health Framework for undergraduate MPharm programmes to ensure pharmacists have the necessary skills and knowledge in digital pharmacy for successful careers. 
· To help inspire new thinking, share expertise and resources, and help foster new initiatives when working towards the common goal of implementing the GPhC Initial Education and Training standards.
· To promote digital pharmacy careers and aim to develop placements and career opportunities in this area.

Sally Wright, Senior Lecturer John Moores University, Liverpool


	Purpose
	Comments and feedback

	Outcomes
	SW gave a short introduction into the work in developing digital communities of practice in all universities with a School of Pharmacy.

DP referred to an email sent by Atif this morning which included the Terms of Reference (ToR) for the group, listing the aims of the digital communities of practice. This will be circulated following the meeting.  HW added that it was unlikely that this group would disagree with any of the aims listed.

Action:  ToR to be circulated and comments returned to HW in advance of the next meeting of the Digital Community of Practice group on 25 June or early July.  HW will collate comments and forward to Atif and Sally





	2.4
	Brief RPS updates
	13:10 – 13:20

	Description
	This session will provide the group with an update on RPS priorities and seek further views and thoughts

	Purpose
	Comments and Feedback

	Outcomes
	HW gave a brief update on current RPS priorities which include:-
· Digital capabilities – discussed at meeting
· AI – principles being developed and focus groups will be held
· Medicines Shortages project – report expected at the end of year
· Gender Dysphoria – developing policy statement 
· Palliative Care – refresh of policy to make it GB wide and work around the Daffodil Standards
· Assisted dying – RPS have a position statement. A Bill is going through the Scottish Parliament currently
· Prescribing – web page, launch of support line, developing position statement on DPPs and engaging with stakeholders




3: Communication

	3.1
	Messages for RPS members
	13:20 - 13:25

	Description
	Sharing information with RPS members is an essential role for RPS, and the EAG’s advice on what information is useful and relevant to communicate is vital. 


	Purpose
	To decide what aspects of the EAG’s work should be shared with members, and how best to share them. To make recommendations to RPS on other communication with members needed in the EAG’s subject area.


	Outcomes
	Action:  HW to chase the publication of the video of the last meeting
Action:  DP called for members to put themselves forward to record a 1 or 2 minute video on the key messages from this meeting




4: Any other business and close				
Recruitment plans for the next term of office for the DPEAG
HW reported that the survey results are being collated and she was pleased to report that many current members would like to remain members of the EAGs.  Further detail on the recruitment process will be available soon and HW will be informing the group accordingly.
The next meetings of the EAGs are scheduled for September.
The Pharmacy Inquiry was published today and has sections on digital and interoperability within it. It can be found at https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5804/cmselect/cmhealth/140/report.html 
The meeting closed at 13.20pm
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