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Royal Pharmaceutical Society (RPS): Our commitment to high quality palliative and end of life care
The RPS (www.rpharms.com) is the professional leadership body for pharmacists and the pharmacy profession in the UK. The Society is member driven and offers support and development to more than 40,000 pharmacy professionals at all career stages, and across all sectors of pharmaceutical practice.
Our mission is to put pharmacy at the fore front of healthcare.
Our vision is to be the world leader in the safe and effective use of medicines.
Since 1841, we have been internationally recognised as leaders in supporting the safe and effective use of medicines. Every day, healthcare professionals in more than 130 countries turn to our range of publications and resources detailing critical medicines information including the British National Formulary, Martindale: The Complete Drug Reference, and our award-winning periodicals The Pharmaceutical Journal, and Clinical Pharmacist, among many others.
In addition to these, the RPS also develops Standards & Guidance documents which describe best practice for pharmacy services in a variety of settings.
In 2018, the RPS (Wales) published a policy document Palliative & End of Life Care Pharmacy’s contribution to improved patient care. The policy focuses on making sure patients who require palliative and end of life care can access the full range of pharmacy expertise, maximising safe and appropriate use of medicines. Since this point RPS had continued to champion and provide leadership to ensure pharmacists, as members of multidisciplinary teams help patients and their families access better care and medicines support at this crucial time. During 2024, a short-life working group with representation from all home countries, has been updating the 2018 policy, building on the professional and service developments which have occurred over this period. This updated Great Britain policy will be published in Spring 2025.
Since 2022, RPS and Marie Curie have been working in partnership and have, through a multi-professional steering group, developed quality improvement (daffodil) standards for community pharmacy teams.  The ongoing partnership provides leadership and advocacy for improving access to medicines and care at the end of life. The daffodil standards align with those implemented by the Royal College of General Practice and facilitate the collaborative working to strengthen patient support in community settings. The commitment from all sectors of pharmacy practice has supported optimal palliative and end of life care for the benefit of patients and their carers. Our ongoing work is guided by the strategic focus in each devolved healthcare system and by the research priorities of Marie Curie and their patient and public engagement groups Pharmacists, as members of multidisciplinary teams, help patients to be cared for in their homes, if this is their wish. This is a prudent approach, making best use of NHS resources.
The Royal Pharmaceutical Society and its members are committed to continuously improving the quality of palliative and end of life care through a focus on medicines management and by effective multi-disciplinary working across all care settings.
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