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Please note: AWTTC compile all comments received during consultation into a report to be considered by the development group and the All Wales Prescribing Advisory Group (AWPAG). Each comment will be addressed and any changes to the document that are made as a result will be noted. A summary report, including any comments submitted, will be available on request within 3 weeks of publication of the finished document.
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By submitting your comments, you are agreeing to them being used in line with the above.
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Consultation comments

[bookmark: _Hlk105486759]Is there anything you would like to see added to the Back-up antibiotic prescribing: good practice guide document?
	The guidance is very welcomed with the evidence demonstrating that when a back-up antibiotic prescribing strategy is used, fewer patients are exposed to unnecessary antibiotic treatment. This in turn should lead to a lower risk of acquiring an antimicrobial resistant organism and developing a healthcare associated infection. 

A consistent approach to the use of back-up prescribing strategies for self-limiting infections in Wales is needed, with patients also educated/counselled in a consistent manner. 
A whole system approach across professional areas is necessary, so patients feel empowered and know the most appropriate setting, and healthcare professional to seek, to help manage their condition. 
 
To assist with uptake of the guidance it may be useful to have additional/complimentary resources that sign post to other services that can manage self-limiting infections, for example, the sore throat test and treat service and the wider Common Ailments Scheme available through community pharmacies. This should help to further empower patients to manage their self-limiting infections and reduce unnecessary antibiotic exposure.

The dissemination of information to patients in a form that best suits them to support the back-up antibiotic prescribing strategy will be extremely important to achieve the intended objectives. 
Practitioners will need to supply patients with appropriate patient information leaflets (PILs) that include advice on self-care and safety netting. 
An appendix included to help signpost to appropriate PILs may be useful, potentially utilising QR codes for ease of access to a range of PILs that can be used as part of a consultation with a patient. This would allow a printed version to be displayed in a consultation room to aid a more sustainable method of disseminating information, noting that some patients may prefer hard copies and would need to be supplied with such if required.






Is there anything you would like to see removed from the Back-up antibiotic prescribing: good practice guide document?
	





[bookmark: _Hlk105486785]Please submit any further comments using the table below.

	Page number /section number/
line number
	Comment

	83
4.0 Conditions that can be managed using this strategy
	Of consideration with the conditions that can be managed with a back-up prescription as part of this strategy, is the availability of accessible community pharmacy services which can also effectively manage these conditions under both the common ailments service and prescribing services, noting prescribing services in community pharmacies are not currently widespread.

For example, the ‘sore throat test and treat service’ which can also be a vehicle patients can be signposted too to access appropriate treatment, data has demonstrated the positive effects of this service together with the positive impact on safeguarding antimicrobials.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




Declaration of interests

Do you have any business or personal interests that might be material and relevant to the project or document under consideration?

	Yes
	

	No
	



If yes, please give details below:

	




[bookmark: _Hlk163480400]Anonymisation of comments

Your name and organisation/company will be included alongside your comments when included within the summary report considered by the development group and AWPAG. Are you happy for your name to be included when the summary report later becomes publicly available? (Please delete as appropriate)


Yes		/		


* Please note – your organisation/company name (where applicable) will always be included.
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