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Please fill in your personal details, comments and your Declaration of Interests, in the consultation form below. Please type directly into the form and save it with your initials (or other appropriate identifier) before sending it to awttc@wales.nhs.uk.

Please note: AWTTC compile all comments received during consultation into a report to be considered by the development group and the All Wales Prescribing Advisory Group (AWPAG). Each comment will be addressed and any changes to the document that are made as a result will be noted. A summary report, including any comments submitted, will be available on request within 3 weeks of publication of the finished document.

AWTTC reserves the right to summarise comments, where it is deemed appropriate, and to not publish comments if we consider their publication to be unlawful or otherwise inappropriate.

By submitting your comments, you are agreeing to them being used in line with the above.

	Name
	Alwyn Fortune

	Organisation/Company
	Royal Pharmaceutical Society



Consultation comments

[bookmark: _Hlk105486759]Is there anything you would like to see added to the National Prescribing Indicators 2025–2028 document?
	We are supportive of the document and the additional NPIs that have been included for 2025-28.

NPIs should apply to all prescribers in all settings. With an ever-increasing number of pharmacists qualifying as prescribers, all new pharmacist registrants from 2026 having the prescriber ready status and a national independent prescribing service commissioned through community pharmacies, pharmacists are playing an ever increasing and diverse clinical role in patient care with the ability to prescribe, and de-prescribe. 
‘’There will be an independent prescriber in every community pharmacy and an increased focus on prevention and early detection of illness by 2030’’ is described within Pharmacy:Delivering a Healthier Wales, the vision for the profession aligned to ‘A Healthier Wales’. 

Pharmacists already greatly input, and will continue to do so to a greater extent, to the clinical care of patients within a multidisciplinary approach, with prescribing skills being part of this. With this ever-increasing shift for the benefits of patient care and the wider NHS priorities, comparing current prescribing practice against an agreed standard of quality in relation to NPIs should form the basis of all prescriber’s practice. 

The ‘scope of practice’ of pharmacist prescribers will vary and some NPIs will be more relevant than others. 
Antibiotic stewardship for community pharmacist prescribers will likely be very pertinent, following on from the successful current ‘Sore Throat Test and Treat Service’, with evidence of reductions in antibiotic prescribing through community pharmacies using POCT https://pharmaceutical-journal.com/article/letters/evaluating-the-first-nhs-funded-sore-throat-test-and-treat-service-in-the-uk 

Measures of NPI data across organisations, including the NHS and those providing services commissioned by the NHS is important. This includes within the same organisation but moving between settings. For example, medicines prescribed at an outpatient clinic within an NHS secondary care setting for a patient with the expectation to continue supply within a primary care setting. Highlighting differences in prescribing patterns and ensuring prescribing against agreed standards of quality is essential from the first point the medicine is prescribed, wherever the setting. Pharmacists are well placed, as the experts in medicines, to help ensure standards are adhered too as part of a multidisciplinary approach.  

We would also add that Prescribing Community & Primary care pharmacist are ideally positioned to support and enhance the positive implementation of the NPIs, however to have the greatest impact, they would benefit from accessing local data (including HB and GP level data)’. With access to local data, the Prescribing Community & Primary care pharmacist could better understand the extent of the problem in their specific area, enabling them to have a targeted approach to improve patient outcomes in relation to specific NPIS.




Is there anything you would like to see removed from the National Prescribing Indicators 2025–2028 document?
	
N/A




[bookmark: _Hlk105486785]Please submit any further comments using the table below.
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Declaration of interests

Do you have any business or personal interests that might be material and relevant to the project or document under consideration?

	Yes
	

	No
	



If yes, please give details below:

	




[bookmark: _Hlk163480400]Anonymisation of comments

Your name and organisation/company will be included alongside your comments when included within the summary report considered by the development group and AWPAG. Are you happy for your name to be included when the summary report later becomes publicly available? (Please delete as appropriate)


Yes		/		

* Please note – your organisation/company name (where applicable) will always be included.


image1.png
AWTTC

All Wales Therapeutics & Toxicology Centre
Canolfan Therapiwteg a Thocsicoleg Cymru Gyfan





