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CONSULTATION PRO-FORMA

Is there anything you would like to see added to the strategy document?

1. Whilst fully supportive of the principles contained within the strategy, the
importance of effective implementation with particular reference to patient
engagement is well recognised. Maintaining patient confidence during
“switching” of biosimilar is key to achieving the patient-focus referred to. The
barriers to effective implementation are well recognised and referenced in the
strategy (ref 1).

Adequate resource allocation to pharmacy teams (from the significant savings
achievable) is essential to support local clinical leadership and patient
understanding. This should be explicitly referred to in the strategy to ensure the
capacity is available for effective implementation.

2. Improved clarity and transparency on the balance between national and local
decision-making is needed. As this is primarily a cost-driven process (following
initial HTA and licensing decisions), the frequency and nature of the review of a
“national” best value biosimilar decision if the expectation is that this will be
adhered to across NHS Wales. How this is balanced with local practice to
deliver any change in preferred choice to patients is important.

3. ltis important that effective implementation includes good communication with
all key stakeholders (including the pharmaceutical industry). The latter is vital to
maintain a supply of the biosimilar(s) of choice and a longer term future pipeline
of products within the marketplace.
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Is there anything you would like to see removed from the strategy document?

Nothing- other than the issues noted above, the strategy is clear and well presented

Any further comments you may have can be submitted using the table below.
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