Extending free PPE to the health and care sector
Royal Pharmaceutical Society response

The Royal Pharmaceutical Society (RPS) is the professional body for pharmacists in Great Britain. We welcome the opportunity to respond to this consultation on extending free PPE to the health and care sector.

To what extent do you agree that free PPE should be extended beyond 31 March 2022 for 12 months?
· strongly agree
· agree
· neither agree nor disagree
· disagree
· strongly disagree
· don’t know
If you wish, please explain your position and provide any supporting evidence (preferably no more than 500 words).
Whilst there were some initial issues in accessing PPE in a timely manner through the PPE portal these now seem to have been overcome. It is essential that frontline health and care workers continue to receive free PPE to enable them to undertake patient care safely and effectively. Having effective PPE ensures healthcare teams are protected and prevents workforce shortages which would have a negative impact on patient.
A lack of PPE could lead to workforce shortages which would have a detrimental impact to patients.

Question 2
Are there other options you think we should consider?
· yes
· no
If ‘yes’, please describe alternative options and why these might be helpful and provide any supporting evidence (preferably no more than 750 words).

Question 3 (for hospices only)
Hospices currently receive free PPE via a series of regional hubs which are largely reliant on volunteers, rather than via the PPE portal or local authorities or LRFs. Instead, hospices could use the PPE portal to access their COVID-19 PPE needs from 1 April 2022. To what extent do you agree that the regional hubs should be stood down and hospices onboarded to the portal?
· strongly agree
· agree
· neither agree nor disagree
· disagree
· strongly disagree
· don’t know
If you wish, please explain your position and provide any supporting evidence (preferably no more than 500 words).

Question 4
Do you have any other views related to this consultation that you would like to express?
· yes
· no
If ‘yes’, please explain (preferably no more than 500 words).

